Approved For RelefSfe 2002/06/1 


&BB 


-RDP79-01 143A000W0090025-6 


m January 1950 


I^H^I 

SOBJaGft Hoe-reeelit of State Department telegrams cm- the Seizure of 
US Property by the Chinese Communists in Peiping 


X* On the filming of 14 January 1950 the State Dtpartemt released 
to the prete m official statement of the cireusstanecs sturrouadiag the 
es&eare of Baited States property by the Chinese Oarawmiets is Peiping 
leading to its decision to withdraw all diplomatic and consular officials 
from China* 

3* Although it dll be noted fro® Enclosure (a) that copies of 
mm scattered telegrams to and fro® Peiping were received during this 
period they provided no basis for assessment by D/FI of a critical 
situation there* In fact, the State Department press release was the- 
first indication that a cause obUfere ms involved. 

|* The following abstracts fro® the press release suggest the 
suppression of a eonaiderabi* nustbcr of pertinent telegrams during the 
development of this crisis situations 


»...the BepertR«nt..*on Ja wary 111 revested the good offices 
of the British Foreign Office... (for delivery of a IIS statement to 
General Chou Sa-lai)..«(as follows). ..(the OS) has no objection to 
the t ur n ov e r to the Chinese Communists of the Glacis Property. • • 
fand Crawsnlst occupation ©f the US-owned building there),., Should 
finest Coscuaisi military authorities requisition any of the US 
Consular Compound, however, 'Use United States Government would... 
conclude that, it had no alternative to closing all of its official 
est&hli shoots in Coaaunist China, . *« 


( IfCffSt so message to this effect ha® ever been received by CUE) 

Clubb was authorised as a last resort to bring directly 
sr indirectly to the attention of Conor al Chou. . .(these). , .views 
sad intentions of the US..** 

fgeffgt no meesage to thie effect has ever been received by 
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"•••This Mr. Clubb did in a ©oseaunicatlon to General Chou m 
12 January, which was received... " 

( jC%g ,t no s«ss ago to this offset has ever been receiwed by CHS) 

*• • • At 3*30 pro on 13 January, /Sr 2s30 am, 13 dbattsry, r.’ashlngton 
tiros* ronple time for handling In the routine Friday daily traffic/ 

received an oral cororosadcatim*.. that the requisition order 
would na put into efTeot worn 9500 m the foH©'.dng dayw" 

( MOTE.* IMS message to this effect has ever bees received by (211) 

"...Mr. Clttbfc later in the same day confirmed tlio zoos sago by 

fbnsei latter#**" 

(JKS* 80 ® e3a% 3e to this effect has ever been received by 2SB) 

"•♦•at 3*50 am, 24 January, /»* S:5D pa, 13 Jana ry, ^sfeiagten 
tine* ample time for handling in toe standby Saturday daily traffig/ 
*.. invaded*. *the compound..." 

(HOTE* no message to this effect has ever been received by OKS) 


4, the State Department ♦ s act of withholding information cuts 
directly across the Central Intelligence Agency** respmaibility "to 
correlate and evaluate intelligence relating to the national security, 
and provide for appropriate dissemination of such totellig<mee within 
the Ocvermsent.**” (Sec. 102 (d) (3), Rational Security Act of 134?, 

«• amended). Whether toe Department of State* s act of sitozzoldiiig toie 
traffic was intentional (because of concern for the sensitivity of the 


is) or ms 

“ Agency was 


the s 
esse 


ef Sts mtoetoiu Moreover, action of any "operating" department of tto 
gavermeat to withhold inform tion Ibr "operational" reasons in potentially 
explosive sltuatioae to toe future, will dimy the Central 3tete21toenee 
kmmj toe very reports essential to provide warning against an itmtoent 
«*&brealE of hostilities, or ether situations having a critical bearing 
m United States- national scour ity interests . 
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